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6 Things You Need To Know About Abortion In lllinois If You Are Under 18!

1. Under lllinois law if you decide to have an abortion and you are under 18
your doctor must notify an “adult family member” before you can have the
abortion.

2. An “adult family member” is someone over 21 who is your parent,
grandparent, step-parent who lives with you, or your legal guardian. With
your permission, the doctor can tell whichever adult family member you choose.

3. NOTIFICATION is NOT CONSENT!

Notification just means that your doctor lets the adult family member of your
choice know that you will have an abortion. The adult family member does not
have to give you permission to get the abortion and does not have the right to
tell you that you cannot get the abortion.

4. You do not have to notify an adult family member if:

s an adult family member goes to the doctor with you or gives up their right to
notice in writing.

1 your doctor decides that there is a medical emergency.

1 you give your medical provider a written statement that says you are a victim
of physical abuse, sexual abuse, or neglect by your adult family member.

s you are married, divorced, widowed or emancipated.

1 you get an order from the court, after a successful “judicial bypass” hearing,
that says you don’t have to give notice.

5. A “judicial bypass™ is when a judge gives an order that allows a minor to
have an abortion without notifying an adult family member. The judicial
bypass hearing is free, fast and confidential. You also have a right to a free
lawyer.

6. The ACLU of lllinois Judicial Bypass Coordination Project has FREE lawyers
who are specially trained to help minors who want a judicial bypass. You can
call, text or email for information on the parental notice law and the judicial
bypass process or for a FREE lawyer.
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Here If You Want To Know What’s Inside!

Pregnant and want to understand your options? @ Go to pages 6-7.
Want more info on parenting? @ Go to pages 8-9.

Want more info on adoption? @ Go to pages 10-11.

Want more info on abortion? @ Go to pages 12-13.

@ Go to page 14 if you’ve decided to have an abortion and want to
learn more about the cost and where to go to get help paying for it.

Go to pages 15-16 if you want to know what Illinois law requires
when you are under 18 and want an abortion in lllinois.

Go to page 15 to learn about possible ways to get an abortion in
lllinois without having to notify an adult family member.

Want to know what “judicial bypass’ means? @ Go to page 17.

If you know that you want a judicial bypass but want
to understand your rights and how the process works, @ go to

pages 18-20.

Go to page 21 for a short list of ways you can prepare yourself for
a judicial bypass hearing.

Have a question? @ Check out the “common questions” section on
pages 22-23.




I. Understanding Your Options and Making a Decision

I’m Pregnant ... Now What?

You can decide to:

1 carry your pregnancy to term and become a parent.
1 continue the pregnancy and place the baby up for adoption.
1 end the pregnancy by having an abortion.

Deciding which choice is right for you takes time, careful thought and
support. Your decision may be based on a variety of reasons including:
1 where you are in your life.

1 your beliefs.

1 what your needs are.

You may choose to talk about your options
with your parents, relatives, friends, or a
religious leader. If you want to talk to
your parents but need help figuring out
how to start the conversation, visit:
www.abortioncarenetwork.org/exceptione
care/gethelp/talkingwithyourparents
aboutyourpregnancy/

If you're having a hard time finding
someone to talk to, contact your local
health clinic and make an appointment to talk with a trained “all options”
counselor or medical provider. The counselor or provider can give you
non-judgmental, medically accurate information about all of your
options as well as information about support services available to you.
No matter who you turn to, remember that no one can force you to make a
decision that you don’t want to, not even your parent or guardian!

Whether you choose to continue your pregnancy or get an abortion, it is
important to get medical care as soon as possible.

{ | ) If you have already made the decision to have an abortion
‘ you can skip ahead to Page 12.
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Understanding Your Options and Making a Decision

Do some research before you make your appointment
for counseling. Watch out for “crisis pregnancy centers”
that pretend to be all-options clinics. Crisis pregnancy
centers may be against abortions and may give you
wrong information or pressure you into making a
decision that you're not comfortable with.

Beware of clinics that: force you to watch anti-abortion
videos while you wait for your test results * surround you
with anti-abortion materials * deny you the results of your
pregnancy test if you say you want an abortion * force you to
listen to religious messages * refuse to refer you to clinics that
perform abortions.

Things to expect from your all-options

counselor or medical provider:

1. Information that is medically correct.

2. Confidential, non-judgmental counseling about all of
your pregnancy options.

3. No guilt trips or pressure to choose or not choose a
particular option.

@Q If you have not decided which option is right for you:

=

ﬂ Visit www.pregnancyoptions.isfavww.atoptions.orgo
explore your options.

Call the All-Options Talkline at 888.493.0092 or your local <
health clinic for pregnancy options counseling.

& , Talk to an adult you trust. =

Deciding which option to choose is a big decision — but it is
YOUR decision. No one can force you to carry a pregnancy to
term, have an abortion or place your baby up for adoption. If

you have questions call 877.44.BYPASS (877.442.9727).
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OPTION: Parenting

[you decide to carry the pregnancy to term and
raise the child]

\J

Support

Becoming a parent and raising a child as a teen requires a lot of support
and can be very expensive. If you're thinking about parenting, there are a
number of state programs and free and low cost resources available to you:
7 Medical: Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program.

1 Food: Women, Infants and Children (WIC) and Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).

Financial: Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).

Child Support: A minor parent who is raising a child may be able to get
child support from the other parent by filing a child support application
with the lllinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services.

1 Education: You can stay in your own school or enroll in a school
designed just for pregnant students - look online to see if there is one
near you. For more information on the rights of students who are
pregnant or parenting visit: Www.nwlc.org/resource/pregnainic
parentingstudentsights

17 Safe Haven Law: If you are the parent of a baby who is 30 days old or
younger and you don’t think you can care for it anymore, you can place
the unharmed baby in the care of a staff member at any hospital,
emergency medical facility, staffed fire station, or police station and
walk away with no questions asked. For more information visit:
www.saveabandonedbabies.org

Additional Information

Visit www.dhs.state.ilfd® information on:

7 How to access the support listed above.

1 Pregnancy and parenting resources.
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OPTION: Parenting

[you decide to carry the pregnancy to term and raise the child]

Legal Rights
Under lllinois law pregnant teens are able to consent (give permission) to
medical care throughout their pregnancy.

You can make medical decisions for yourself and for your baby once the
baby is born.

While you can choose to go to a school specifically designed for
pregnant teens, you have the right to continue to stay at your current
school if you wish.

Once the baby is born, you have full parental rights for your child.

No one can force you to have an abortion or place the baby
up for adoption.




OPTION: Adoption

[you choose to carry your pregnancy to term and
voluntarily give up your parental rights to the baby]

Support

The adoption process can be confusing and emotional. It is important to
make sure you understand how it works. The following resources can provide
you with detailed information about adoption in lllinois:

1 Adoption-Related Organizations: Adoption Center of lllinois, The Cradle.

1 Placement Agency (helps you find a home for your baby): e.g. Adoption
Center of lllinois, The Cradle.

1 Legal: Family law or adoption attorney.

Additional Information

Adoption Center of lllinois:

www.adoptioncenterofillinois.org Call: 800.676.2229
Text: 872.588.0757

The Cradle:
www.cradle.org Call: 800.272.3534
Text: 312.800.1559

List of lllinois Birth Parents’ Rights and Responsibilities:

www 2.illinois.gov /dcfs /aboutus /notices /Documents /CFS 403-
E Birth Parents Rights and Responsibilities in lllinois.pdf

10
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OPTION: Adoption

[you choose to carry your pregnancy to term and
voluntarily give up your parental rights to the baby]

Legal Rights

You cannot be forced by anyone, not even your parents or guardian, to
place your child up for adoption.

You AND the biological father must consent (give permission) to the
adoption. You may still be able to place the baby up for adoption

if you are unsure about the identity or current location of the other
person involved in the pregnancy - contact an attorney or adoption
placement agency staff member for more details.

You cannot give up your parental rights and provide consent for the
adoption until the baby is at least 72 hours old. The father can either
consent to the adoption before the baby is born or must wait until the
baby is at least 72 hours old. If he consents before the baby is born, he
can still change his mind until the baby is 72 hours old.

You can ask to be involved in choosing the adoptive parent(s) and to
meet them before placement. If you are refused you have the right to
go to another agency.

You can ask to be involved in an “open” adoption (you have
information for the adoptive parent(s) and he/she /they have your
information and you agree to stay in contact after the adoption) or a
“closed” adoption (there is limited information exchanged and both
sides agree not to contact each other after the adoption).

You can request and receive counseling during pregnancy and after
you give birth.

You have the right to get a written list of all promised support (financial
and other kinds) from the agency or attorney.

You lose all legal rights to the child and you are not
responsible for parenting the child once the adoption is
complete.
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OPTION: Abortion [you choose to end your pregnancy]

Support

Having an abortion is a time sensitive decision. The number of places you

can go for an abortion and the cost of the procedure depends on how far

along you are in your pregnancy. The rest of this guide will help you to
figure out what to do after you make the decision to have an abortion.

1 Medical: Contact the National Abortion Federation or Planned
Parenthood of lllinois for a list of clinics that provide abortions.

7 Funding: National Network of Abortion Funds, National Abortion
Federation, and Chicago Abortion Fund (2nd trimester only) provide
financial support for women seeking an abortion.

1 Questions About Parental Notice and Judicial Bypass: Contact the
ACLU of lllinois Judicial Bypass Coordination Project.

1 After-Abortion Support: Exhale - non-judgmental post abortion talk-line.

Additional Information

O®

ACLU of lllinois Judicial Bypass Coordination Project:
www.ilbypass.org Call: 877.44.BYPASS (877.442.9727)
Text: 312.560.6607

Planned Parenthood of lllinois:
www.plannedparenthood.ora/planpacenthoodllinois Call: 877.200.PPIL

National Abortion Federation:
www.prochoice.org Call: 800.772.9100
Call: 877.257.001 2 (clinic referrals only)

Chicago Abortion Fund:
www.chicagoabortionfund.com Call: 312.663.0338

National Network of Abortion Funds:
www.fundabortionnow.org

Exhale:
www.exhaleprovoice.org Call: 866.4.EXHALE

12
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OPTION: Abortion

[you choose to end your pregnancy]

Legal Rights

No one can force you to have an abortion.

In lllinois, a pregnant person can decide to end a pregnancy until
approximately 24 weeks of pregnancy. After approximately 24
weeks, a person can have an abortion only when there is a medical
need.

If you are pregnant, under 18, and seeking an abortion in lllinois, you
can consent to the abortion on your own BUT an adult family member
(someone over 21 who is your parent, grandparent, step-parent who
lives with you, or a legal guardian) must be notified before the
abortion is performed unless you fall into one of the exceptions or you
go to court and get a waiver of parental notice. See page 15 for the
complete list of exceptions.

|:> KEEP READING e D G i vl Yo e
specific information about the lllinois Parental Notice of

Abortion law and exceptions to the notice requirement...

The further the pregnancy goes, the harder it is to find
abortion services and the more expensive the
procedure is.
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Costs
Depending on where you go, you may have to pay the clinic
for a pregnancy test, sonogram and options counseling. You
will also have to pay for the abortion itself - how much you
pay depends on which clinic you go to, how far along you are
in your pregnancy, and what type of abortion procedure you
have. You can talk with your doctor or all-options counselor
about the different abortion options available to you.

The following organizations may be able to refer you to clinics where
you can have an abortion and may be able to help you with your
abortion costs:

National Abortion Federation:

www.prochoice.org Call: 800.772.9100
Planned Parenthood of lllinois:
www.plannedparenthood.org/planpatenthoodllinois Call: 877.200.PPIL
Chicago Abortion Fund:

www.chicagoabortionfund.com Call: 312.663.0338

National Network of Abortion Funds:
www.fundabortionnow.org

You may be able to get assistance with travel to the clinic for your
abortion from the following organization:

Midwest Access Coalition
www.midwestaccesscoalition.org Call: 847.750.6224

The judicial bypass process is free - you do not have to pay
to file the application, to have a hearing, or for the lawyer.

Medicaid and Insurance
If your health insurance is through lllinois Medicaid (i.e. you have a medical
card), you can use it to pay for costs related to pregnancy and abortion. If
you use Medicaid for these costs, you should most likely be able to request
that it be kept confidential from your parent or guardian. However, if your
parent or guardian pays for your health insurance or gets it through their
job, and you use that insurance to pay for your abortion or other
pregnancy care, the insurance company will probably sent a statement to
your parent or guardian that will reveal the care your received.

Your medical provider may be able to talk to you about

which types of insurance will be able to keep your abortion
confidential and which types may inform your parent or

guardian if you use them for your abortion.

14
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Il. lllinois Parental Notice of Abortion Law

While you can have an abortion when you are under 18 without getting the
consent (permission) of your parent or guardian, the lllinois Parental Notice of
Abortion law requires your doctor to notify an adult family member
(someone over 21 who is your parent, grandparent, step-parent who lives
with you, or a legal guardian) 48 hours before performing the abortion.
However, thg_y DO NOT have to tell anyone if:

- ~

e ~
/7 AN

/ 1. Either parent, any grandparent, a step-parent who lives \
/ with you, or a legal guardian goes to the doctor with you. \

-

2. Either parent, any grandparent, a step-parent who lives
with you, or a legal guardian gives up their right to notice
in writing.

3. You give your medical provider a written statement that
says you are a victim of physical abuse, sexual abuse, or
neglect by either parent, any grandparent, a step-parent
who lives with you, or a legal guardian. If you provide this
written statement, be aware that your medical provider may
be required to report your abuse or neglect to the Department
of Children and Family Services after your abortion.

4. The doctor decides that there is a medical emergency.
5. You are married, divorced or widowed.

1 You must be at least 16 and have consent from both
parents in order to get married in lllinois.

6. You are emancipated.

1 Your petition for emancipation was approved by a judge
because you are at least 16 and showed that you are
mature enough to manage your own affairs, or you are a
homeless minor in lllinois, and you are fully or mostly
independent of your parents or guardian.

— e e e e e m—— e e e— e—— e— e— e— m— m— — — — — — —
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7. You get a parental notice waiver from the court after a

successful “judicial bypass’ hearing. /

/

N\ /
~ -

~ —

You can choose to notify whichever adult family member
(someone who is your parent, grandparent, step-parent who lives
with you, or a legal guardian) you want to. You only have to
notify one of these people.
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lllinois Parental Notice of Abortion Law

What is Notification?

Notification just means informing. The law does not require that an adult
family member give consent (permission) for you to have an abortion. If you
tell an adult family member and they disagree with your decision, you can
still have the abortion.

If you decide to notify an adult family member, your clinic or doctor can
give notice to the adult family member:

1. in person

2. by phone

3. by certified mail
(Only if notice in person or by phone
is not possible after reasonable effort)

If you are unable or unwilling to tell an adult family member about your
decision to have an abortion, you can request a “judicial bypass” from the
court.

You should NEVER give false information as a way to get out
of the “parental notice” requirement.

16




Parental Notice Waiver aka ‘““Judicial Bypass™

Under the lllinois Parental Notice of Abortion law you have the right to
apply for a waiver of the parental notice requirement — otherwise known
as a “judicial bypass.”

ST N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN ENEEEEEEEEy,
o d

*
*

’0
*

WHAT IS A JUDICIAL BYPASS?

Judicial bypass is when a judge gives an order that allows

a minor who meets certain criteria to have an abortion without
notifying an adult family member. While most minors involve
their parents or guardians in their decision to end a
pregnancy, some minors can’t or choose not to. The

judicial bypass process protects those minors by offering

them a fast, confidential alternative to notification

of an adult family member.
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To get a judicial bypass order, you and your lawyer must prove to a
judge that you are either:

1. Sufficiently mature and

well enough informed to make

an intelligent decision about

whether to have an abortion. OR 2. Notification (telling your
— = adult family member) would not

be in your best interest.
Examples of what makes a

minor mature and informed / \
* you can show that you are SLLALLLOC WI.‘Y nofice
would not be in your

responsible * you know about . -
. best interest”
all your pregnancy options * e

you know about how the * your parents will kick you out *
abortion procedure works * your parents may try to force you
\ to go through with the pregnancy *

— — you're worried about your safety *
you're worried about the impact it
would have on your family *
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Parental Notice Waiver aka “Judicial Bypass”

As part of the judicial bypass process, you have a right to 5 things:
Free Lawyer * Confidentiality * Fast Process * Right to Appeal * Guardian Ad Litem

Py P
i é’f

This is an adult who is
supposed to represent
your interests.

1. FREEAWYER

You do not have to go through this process alone. The lllinois
Judicial Bypass Coordination Project has a free network of
trained lawyers available to you. Once you are assigned a
lawyer, you will work as a team to apply for a judicial bypass
order. The conversations between you and your lawyer are
confidential. Your lawyer will guide you through the process,
prepare you for your hearing, answer your questions and
make sure that the process is private. Your lawyer will also try
their best to work with your schedule.

YOU CAN GET CONNECTED TO A LAWYER IN 2 WAYS

1. lllinois Judicial Bypass Coordination Project. Call 877.44.BYPASS
(877.442.9727), text 312.560.6607, email judicialbypass@aclu-il.org,

or visit WWW.ilbypass.ong get connected to a lawyer in your area.

2. Clinic Referral. Your clinic may connect you to a lawyer.
If your clinic does not give you a lawyer referral -
CALL 877.44.BYPASS (877.442.9727)

—_— = = — = — —

Since the bypass process may be confusing and intimidating we
STRONGLY ENCOURAGE you to use one of the free lawyers

available to you. If you decide to apply for a bypass order m
without a lawyer or have questions about your assigned lawyer

you can call the lllinois Judicial Bypass Coordination Project for information.
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2. CONFIDENTIALITY

The judicial bypass hearing is completely confidentizhis means that no one
in the court will know your name or what you say during the hearing, or even
that you filed an application. You have the right to file
your application in any lllinois county so if you know
© @ someone who works at your local courthouse or you're
T worried that someone could see you going into the
‘ courthouse you can work with your lawyer to find the
best alternative location. The hearing will be held in
a private location with limited access — like the private
office of a judge or in an empty courtroom. The judge may ask you questions
and you should try to answer them as best you can.

You can use your initials or a substitute name.

3. FASPROCESS ASPEEDYECISION

While your lawyer will work with you to figure out
‘ process > the best time for the hearing, there is no
guarantee that the hearing will happen at a time
that’s ideal for you so you may need to be flexible. The
hearing doesn’t last all day. Depending on the circumstances, it
could be as short as 30 minutes or as long as one hour.

You can talk to your lawyer about concerns like missing scho

After the petition is filed, the judge must make a decision
within 48 hours (not including weekends). In some situations decision
the judge may make the decision right after the hearing. If the

judge agrees that you are mature and well informed or it is not in your best
interest to tell an adult family member, the judicial bypass waiver will be
granted. The judge will issue an order that allows you to have your abortion
without telling your adult family member.

If the judge does not rule (make a decision) at the end of the hearing, the

court will let your lawyer know when a decision is made. Your lawyer can

either give you a copy of the judge’s order or, with your permission, give it
directly to your abortion provider.

If the decision takes longer than 48 hours from the time you
file your petition, your judicial bypass waiver will be
considered automatically granted. Your lawyer would then
make arrangements to get the necessary paperwork to your
abortion provider.
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4. APPEAL

If the judge does not agree that you are mature and
well informed or it is not in your best interest to tell an
) adult family member, the judge can deny the waiver.
H’TH(H) Not all bypass waiver applications are granted. If
yours is denied, your lawyer will talk with you about
, , Yyour right to appeal that decision with a higher court

and about other rights and solutions you may have
in your particular situation.

5. GUARDIAN AD LIT

The lllinois Parental Notice of Abortion law says that

the court will appoint a guardian ad litem for you {_}

(this is someone who is supposed to represent your )
interests in the judicial bypass hearing). If you are

satisfied with your lawyer, you may be able to ask &\
the judge to have your lawyer also serve as your -~

guardian ad litem. 1_1?1&\ O

EM
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lll. Preparation

WAYS TO HELP PREPARE YOURSELF FOR
THE JUDICIAL BYPASS PROCESS

—_— —_—

- ~

- ~
N\

1. Get a Pregnancy Test: You can buy a home pregnancy test \

at a drug store or you can go to a clinic. \
2. Get Information on your Options: Make sure to go to a ‘
clinic that offers non-judgmental “all options” counseling. It’s I
important to get as much information as you can on continuing |
your pregnancy, adoption, and abortion. Make sure you know |
the different types of abortions available and figure out the |
type you're going to have. Ask questions! Remember, no I
question is a bad question. [
3. Review the “Lawyer Meeting Questionnaire” before you |
meet up with your lawyer. You can find this on our |
website at www.ilbypass.arg |
4. Figure out the Costs — including how you're |
going to pay for the abortion along with any |
related expenses (clinic visits, transportation, etc.). |
If you need help paying, see the “Costs” section on |
page 14. I
5. Keep Documents in a Safe Place: Make sure you are I
keeping all the documents you receive and any notes you take |
related to your pregnancy, the abortion or the bypass process |
in a safe place where your parent or guardian will not find /
them. /

/
AN s
~ -

_— —_—

Go through options counseling before your bypass

m hearing. That way you will be prepared to answer any

questions the judge has about the abortion procedure
and the different options you considered.
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IV. Common Questions {/\

Does the other person involved in my pregnancy have a @?@
say about whether | choose to have an abortion?

No. The pregnant person is the only one who has the ultimate right to
decide. There is no requirement that you get the man’s consent or that you
notify him.

o

Do | have to be from lllinois to get a bypass?
No. Any person under 18 can get a judicial bypass in Illinois. You don’t
have to live in the state or be from Illinois.

If | get a judicial bypass order in lllinois can | use it to get an abortion
in a clinic in another state?

No. Waivers that come from an lllinois court can only be used in lllinois
clinics. Similarly, if you got a waiver in another state, you cannot use it in
Illinois clinics.

What if my guardian isn’t my “official guardian” but | live with them —
can | give notice to them?

No. Unfortunately you can only give notice to your Officialguardian. You
can choose to go through the judicial bypass process in order to have the
notification waived. Your lawyer would be able to give you the best
adyvice on how to handle this situation.

Can | change my mind after | get the bypass?

Yes. You always have the right to change your mind and carry your
pregnancy to term. While it is important for you to think about the decision
before you initiate the bypass process, you don’t have to have an
abortion just because the judge gives you an order waiving the parental
notification requirement.

What do | wear to court?

Wear something comfortable but remember you want to show yourself in
the best light possible. If you have questions about what to wear, talk with
your lawyer!
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Common Questions

What happens if my hearing is scheduled during a school day?
You will need to talk to your lawyer about how best to make sure you can
attend a hearing scheduled during the school day.

How do | know if the clinic I'm going to offers abortions?

It’'s always a good idea to check the clinic’s website and

to call ahead and ask. You can also get clinic referrals \ . ,

from the organizations listed next to the “Medical” bullet ’
®

on page 12.

Do | have to be a US citizen to have an abortion?

You don’t have to be a citizen of the United States to
get an abortion and U.S. immigration authorities will not
be contacted. If you're undocumented and don’t have a
government ID, you will need to make sure to have
something that proves who you are.

Will | still be able to get a bypass if | don’t speak English?
Yes. Translators are available.

If | already have a child, does my adult family member still need to get
notice before | get my abortion?

Yes, unless you fall under one of the exceptions to notice listed on page
15.

What pregnancy related services can | have without giving my parents
notice?

You can get a pregnancy test, options counseling, STl testing and prenatal
care without notifying your parents. In fact, you can consent to any
medical care when you are pregnant and do not need to notify your
parents; the notification requirement only applies to abortion.
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You Are Alone!

For More Information Please Visit

www.ilbypass.org
OR

CALL the lllinois Judicial Bypass Coordination Project
877.44.BYPASS (877.442.9727)

TEXT: 312.560.6607
EMAIL: judicialbypass@aclu-il.org
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